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VDMA 

Dear Friends in Christ at St. John’s Lutheran Church, 

Reformation Day is an occasion for Lutherans both to remember the truth of our 
justification before God by faith in Christ alone, as well as to celebrate our many 
beloved Lutheran traditions and customs.  Some of these traditions are not uniquely 
Lutheran at all, such as the popular beer, bratwurst, and sauerkraut feasts that often 
accompany a Reformation celebration.  Some of the traditions that rise up during 
Reformation time, however, are uniquely Lutheran and abundantly helpful to our 
faith.  While our taste for bratwursts may come and go, we should do our best to 
preserve those Lutheran traditions which strengthen the body of Christ.  

One such tradition which has become more well-known in recent years is the “logo of 
the Reformation.”  That logo is Verbum Domini Manet in Aeternum, or “VDMA” for 
short. VDMA is latin for “The Word of the Lord Endures Forever.”  The following is 
an excerpt from Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions, A Reader’s Edition of the 
Book of Concord which explains the VDMA logo:  

Verbum Domini Manet in Aeternum (The Word of the Lord Endures Forever) is 
the motto  

of the Lutheran Reformation, a confident expression of the enduring power and 
authority  

of God’s Word. The motto is based on 1 Peter 1:24–25. It first appeared in the 
court of  

Frederick the Wise in 1522. He had it sewn onto the right sleeve of the court’s 
official  

clothing, which was worn by prince and servant alike. It was used by 
Frederick’s  

successors, his brother John the Steadfast, and his nephew John Frederick the  
Magnanimous. It became the official motto of the Smalcaldic League and was 

used on  
flags, banners, swords, and uniforms as a symbol of the unity of the Lutheran 

laity who  
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struggled to defend their beliefs, communities, families, and lives against those 
who were  

intent on destroying them. (page 2) 

As the world continues to deteriorate around you, and even as our Lutheran name 
continues to be associated with all manner of false doctrine and demonic practices 
from other Lutheran denominations, may you find strength in the truth which we of 
the Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod confess: not our Lutheran identity in and of 
itself, but that unlike all else the Word of the Lord endures forever.  

Peace be with you all, 

!  

Pastor Thomas Cowell 
The Festival of the Reformation, 2019 
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�   SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

 1 -  Isaac Mino
 3 - Rev. Thomas Cowell
 3 – Elyssa Marlow
 4 - Dorothy Jahnke
 4 – David Kerkove
 5 – Christian Haase
 9 - Renee Feuring-Blomstrom
 9 – Floyd Lavrenz
 9 – Ron Parsons
11 – Ann Heyes
11 – Lyle Karels
13 – Roger Lavrenz
15 - Graham Heyer
17 – Jeff Madsen
18 – Spencer Faber
27 – Diane Riles
28 – Gerald Thompson
29 – Cheryl Batt
30 – Duane Heyes

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

 5 – Michael Marlow
 6 – Jace Alt
 6 - Ivy Rose Helmers
 7 – Mike Melick
 9 – Angela McFarland
10 – Lee Huber
12 – Kaitlyn Bierstedt
16 - Christopher Faber
18 – Bob Simmons
19 – Jeffrey Riles
21 – Alexandria Bierstedt
21 – Jon Kruse
23 – Corey Culbertson
23 – Karen Karels
24 – Rod Eimers
28 – Marilyn Evans
30 – Don Madsen

Kids of the Kingdom Preschool

Kids of the Kingdom Preschool 
board would like to say a big thank 
you to everyone for your years of 
support.  As most of you know, we 
made the difficult decision to 
discontinue the preschool, due to 
low enrollment numbers that made 
it impossible to run a quality 
preschool.  We made the decision to 
offer all of our supplies to St. John’s 
Sunday School and VBS departments 
first and then to area preschools.  
When they had what they needed, 
we opened our doors to the public 
and were able to get rid of 
everything.  We are so thankful that 
we were able to have our mission for 
almost 20 years and we pray that 
our donated supplies will be used to 
God’s glory for the students they will 
be serving.  

THANK YOU
Kids of the Kingdom Preschool Board
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